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MONTHLY REPORT

PORTFOLIO: Human settlement and Land Development

MONTH: March 2025

MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS PORTFOL|0: Francois Hartineh

As discussed in previous meeting on l"4th of January 2025 - Cllr. Lindy Maritz
and I visited Mr. Thebile Segwapa the Building inspector at Merafong. I handed
him a list of unfinished houses and renovations to houses in Ward 14. Thebile
undertake to follow up and investigate. Also, assuring me I can contact him
once a month and he will give me feedback. I also asked him he should check
on 110 Olienhout Fochville where residents are not paying for water and
Electricity. Also, olienhout Fochville next to civic Centre where people
occupied and unfinished home and water and electricity are connected.

Signature: Date:

04th of March 2025
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PORTFOLIO: WATER AND ELECTRICIW

Stage six load shedding came with a bang- power outages after load shedding' Esf,om tripped

transformer one. Transformer 2 was still working. They trip the transformer remotely but

cannot switch it on remotely. The breaker was only reset after B am but the system was

overloading and tripped again.

We were asked to reduce the load in our homesto prevent Eskom from switching us off.

Eskom can switch the power off remotely but cannot switch it on remotely. They have to

physically come out and Put the Power back on. Eskom could not be reached through the

night which meant we were off the whole night. T)qc +c oid *rar 3l<*wR
power outages on the 27th. There were reports of Merafong cutting off electricity supply in

Ward l-4. Some residents were not even in arrears. With a system that is not functioning

properly and no credit control lVlerafong cannot cut electricity without proper notice'

Power outages were reported on the 3de of March.

Merafong to regularly inspect and maintain existing infrastructure to prevent faults and reduce power outages'

Merafong to invest in modernizing and expanding the electrical grid to meet growing demand. Like the Protea lines that

needs to be replaced

Street lights burning in Losberg Ave during the day

street light on the c/o N1-2 and R500 is not fixed yet. After months of reporting. lt is a great concern as it is a hlgh risk

area for highjack's

REPORT 2025 ".

ELECTRICITY:
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1,. WATER LEAK BETWEEN 44 AND 46 KIEPERSOL REPORTED ON SATERDAY B February ref: 87GK0561025

Contacted Leah on 13th. Sent her a video and the ref nr. Leak was fixed

WATER LEAK ON THE CORNER OF KIEPERSOT AND ANNEMOON. REPORTED SATERDAY 8 FEBRUARY NO

REF. lt seems like the corner of address is a problem, jet the leak it absolute on the corner

WATERLEAK WATTLE 11l REPORTED 12 FEBRUARY NO REF GIVEN. REPORTED AGAIN ON 25 FEBR.

STILL NO REF WAS GIVEN. I GOT A MESSAGE THAT THEY WILL REPORT lT THE FOLLOWING DAY. Today

4th MARCH THE LEAK ts slLL Nor FtxED.

ANNEMOON 37 WATER LEAK SUNDAY 16II] FEBRUARY REF J5FXCT3E25 FIXED THE SAME DAY

DURING THE MONTH THEIR WAS REPROTS OF LOW WATER PRESSUE

Aging and damaged pipes should be replaced

Smaller water leaks not fixed yet

Measures should be implemented to reduce water waste
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Monthlv Report for March
Portfolio - Road, Storm Water and Public Works.

Member - Sl MATLALA.

The purpose of this report is to make sure that the people get their services

delivered to them by the municipality.

l.Thanks the municipality for attending to some of our potholes which were very

bad - RE Olienhout.
2.Also in the corner of Pepperkorrel and Olienhout the bad potholes have been

filled. We still have some challenges in the following streets.

A.Keurbooom no 30 and corner Denneweg street and Keurboom.

C. Olienhout no 110 or 71very bad potholes need to be fixed.

D. Waterberry street no 12,8,and 20 very bad potholes need to be fixed.

E. Kareeboom and Bloekom on the corner there's bad potholes need to be fixed.

E. Lelielaan very very bad potholes need urgent attention very bad potholes street

full of potholes.

F. Sycamore street no 25,23,21,7 very bad potholes need to be fixed.

G. Aster street very bad potholes need to be fixed.

H. Jacaranda street no !1.,23,31 very bad potholes need to be fixed.

l. Jacaranda and Anemoon street on the corner very bad potholes need to be

fixed.
J. Disalaan street no 3L very bad potholes need to be fixed.

K. Anemoon street no 26 very bad potholes need to be fixed.

L. Ouhout street no 4 very very bad potholes need to be fixed please 
"

Please we need assistance with these potholes on our street it's a very serious

problem that needs to be addressed.

Signature

SIMON MATLALA.
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,et Name & Number

Rooibos Avenue 3

li\t331

Eeport Date Ref Nr

12-Feb CcGllzla2/2025las
Ouhout Sreet 4&5 12-Feb Cc61L2/a2/7a2s/3.1
Waterbe rry 8,10,6,4 12-Feb Cc6/LZlozl2a25/la
Ebenhout 12-Feb Cc6/121a2/2a2s/L3
Sycamore 12-Feb RZGH5KX825
Keurboom 28,30 13-Feb 2LKYZOGW8z5
Olien haut 77 13-Feb LOTMG LMT25
Corner Anemoon & Stinkhout 14-Feb Cc6/Mla2/2a2slLL
Aster Street 17-Feb TBCODVH U25
Dahlia Street 17-Feb Cc6/18/o2/202slaL
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WARD 14 COMMITEE REPORT. LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

04 MARCH 2025
The status quo is in the order of the day and nothing worthwhile to report on.

1. Local Businesses are still struggling

2. Ward 14 is struggling with basic service that place an extreme limit on LED
development. Big issues are water and electricity. Albeit electricity is better
due to warmer weather.

By compiling and analyzing these various sources of data and information, it is my
humble opinion that Fochville economics is in a downward spiralwith no prospects
for any sustainable new developments, LED project or any growth in the foreseeable
future.

There is no business trust, no credibility in Merafong and its Council and the whole
economic environment is detrimental for any economic growth.
Any attempt to contact council, the MM is fruitless endeavors.

Yours truly,

Jaco van Merure
LED: Ward 14 portfolio wL aa;1

Prepared by JP van der Merwe
Ward Committee member

083 494 '1949 kumratau@gmail.com



MOhTTHLY REPORT

PORTFOLIO: Intergraded Environmental Azla4algement

MCNfi{: March ZAZS

MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS PORTFOLIO: Heiditlattinsh

Still waiting for feedback from Merafong

Rubbish dumned all over ward 14.

to
collection day another dustbin was stole.

Trees that need to be cut inWard 14 Keurrboom, Mimcsa Road,
Ave. Trees

After aLl the rain tlne onel1 lylerafons needs to be cut" also the sidewalks
and weed growing rn the street needs to be removed.

NSI Trash collection is done in Ward 1 4 on Fridays. e\rery weekend the truck
to collect this house

collection af rub ? Who is payinq for overtime? \Vl-ro has approved this?

Once asain. the truck collected from Kiaat i 1 Fochvilie twise in a
84NW

Ltndy Mantzbut no feeback.

Recommendatton - Olienhout vlei area needs a TLB to clear road and
sidewalks.

A lot of complaints was received about areas not been maintained.

f)ate:

O4thof March 2025

V\c Soob



\f"tc lol?N/ONTHLY REPORT - WARD 14

PORTFOLIO: Finance

MONTH: March 2025

MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS PORTFOLIO: CWA NIEUWOUDT

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to inform the ward committee that no financial report
can be submitted for the month, seeing that the section 72 report that was due for
submission to council by 25 January 2A25, has not been received or made public on
the Merafong website. Subsequently the Section 71 reports were also due but no
reports have been published on the municipalwebsite or received from councilors.

The following report as submitted in the February 2A25 ward meeting is still
relevant. lt is a serious concern that no reports or feedback is been given on
the financial situation of council and the budget and budget review process.

Background

As previously reported to the ward committee, municipal financial reports are
required in accordance with the applicable legislation.

ln terms of Section 71(d) of the NllFMA, the accounting officer of a municipality must
by no later than 10 working days after the end of each month submit to the mayor of
the municipality and the relevant National and Provincial Treasury, a statement in the
prescribed format on the state of the municipality's budget reflecting certain
particulars for that month for the financial year up to the end of that month.

ln terms of Section 72 of the MFMA, the Mid-year Budget and Performance
assessment report must be tabled by the accounting officer by 25 January of each
year to recommend whether an adjustment budget is required.

The above compliance report must be made public in terms of section 21A of the
[Iunicipal Systems Act.

Discussion

The tvlid- term budget and performance report must have been submitted to council
by 25 January 2025 but no report has been received from the councilor or has been
made public on the municipal website as required by law and therefore there is no
report to be submitted.

The importance of the report is that the mid-term review informs the need for an
adjustment budget. Several factors had an impact on the budget as at mid-year.



The municipality indicated that strict credit control will be exercised and a pre-paid
electricity meter correction drive would have been undertaken together with the
electricity meter TID process.

The collection rate on consumer accounts is another factor that would have had an
impact on the budget performance.

The impact of the billing crisis on the revenue for the first 6 months of the financial
year would also have had an impact on the financial performance.

Another major factor is the impact on the resolution that a portion of the "Equitable
Share Grant" would have been attached in lieu of the arrears Rand Water account.
The impact of this would necessitate and adjustment budget. The loss of income will
negatively impact on the operational budget and service delivery.

The revenue and expenditure trend as at mid-year. Progress on grant funded
projects and whether any grants has been forfeited due to poor performance.

It is of utmost importance that the public be informed on the outcome of the budget
review process and the impact on the Service Delivery and Budget lmplementation
Plan and that wards be consulted on the reprioritization of the budget.

Recommendations

1. That it be noted that the ft/idterm budget and performance assessment report
had to be submitted to council by 25 January 2025 to make recommendations
to council on whether an Adjustment budget is required.

2. That it be noted that no report has been received or has been made public on
the [Vlunicipalwebsite as required by law.

3. That it be noted that the public and ward committees must be consulted
during the reprioritisation of the budget, should an adjustment budget be
required.

4. That the ward councillor gives feedback on this matter.

NC 1+SIGNATURE: Original Signed

CWA NIEUWOUDT

DATE:03/0312025

l/
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Heatth and Safety Report

Date: 3 March 2025
Prepared by: Abraham Brits

lntroduction

This month I do not onty wish to highl.ight probtems in my Ward onty, but I also want us to
look at ourwhole community and the huge probtem that we as a cotlective are staring in the
face.

This report hightights pressing heatth and sociaI issues currentty affecting the Merafong City
Councit area. These concerns mirror nationaI trends but have specif ic tocat impl.ications that
require urgent attention from municipat authorities, healthcare providers, and community
organizations.

Heatth lssues

1. HIV/AIDS Treatment Disruptions

The recent suspension of international. funding for HIV/AIDS programmes has had a severe
impact on treatment accessibitity. Ctinics in Merafong, particutarty in Cartetonvitte and
Khutsong, face potentiatmedicine shortages and staffing reductions. This disruption coutd
result in increased HIV transmission rates and reduced adherence to antiretrovirat therapy
(ART), exacerbating the crisis.

2. lmpact of Sugary Drinks on Pubtic Health

The high consumption of sugary beverages, particutarly in lower-income areas, contributes to
rising cases of diabetes and heart disease. Publ.ic heatth ctinics in Fochvitte, Cartetonvil.te, and
Btybank are already overwhetmed, and increased cases of chronic i[[nesses piace further strain
on [imited medicatresources. There is a need for educationalcampaigns, school nutrition
poticies, and taxation measures to discourage excessive sugar consumption.

3. Heroin and Nyaope Addiction Crisis

Substance abuse, particularty heroin and nyaope, is an escalating probiem in Mera{ong, with
hotspots in Khutsong, Btybank, and Cartetonvi[te. Addiction fuets crime, unemptoyment, and
sociaI instabil.ity" Despite efforts from [oca[ rehabititation centres, there is a shortage of
effective harm reduction programmes, including methadone therapy and emptoyment
rei ntegration in itiatives.

Sociat lssues

1. Xenophobia and lmmigration Chaltenges

The presence of undocumented foreign nationats, many invotved in informat trade or ittegat
mining (Zama Zamas), has ted to heightened tensions between locatresidents and immigrant
groups. This has resulted in viotent confrontations, economic disputes, and concerns over
crime. A balanced approach is required to address the grievances of locaI communities white
ensuring the fair treatment of al.[ residents.



2. Economic lnequatity and Service Delivery Faitures

High unemptoyment rates, poor service delivery, and f inancia[ mismanagement by the
municipatity continue to fue[ pubtic dissatisfaction. lnformaI setttements [ike Kokosi and
Wedeta suffer from irregutar water suppty, power outages, and deteriorating infrastructure.
Protests and civic unrest are expected to increase if these concerns are not addressed with
tangibte improvements.

3. EnvironmentaI Potlution vs. Economic Stabitity

Mining operations in Cartetonvit[e and surrounding areas contribute to severe environmental
degradation, ieading to air and water poltution, ground instabitity, and sinkhotes. White mining
remains a key economic driver, stronger regutatory oversight is required to balance economic
benefits with pubtic heatth and environmentaI sustainabitity.

Recommendations

1. Heatthcare lnvestment - Ensure continued access to HIV treatment, expand diabetes
screening programmes, and support addiction recovery initiatives.

2. Community Engagement - Launch awareness campaigns on nutrition, drug abuse
prevention, and conftict resotution.

3. Service Delivery lmprovements - Address municipaI mismanagement, improve
infrastructure maintenance, and restore pubiic confidence.

4. EnvironmentaI Regutations - Strengthen policies to mitigate poLLution white promoting

alternative economic opportunities beyond mining.

Conctusion

Merafong City CounciI faces criticaI chattenges that require proactive intervention. A

co[[aborative effort between government authorities, civiI society organizations, and the
business sector is essentiaI to ensure a healthier, safer, and more equitable future for atl
residents.

Nc 8;1



Monthly Report - March 2025

Portfolio - Corporate Services v\c icl I
Member - Nadine Bouwer

. Health & Safety still a concern

o Rand Water - No further feedback was received re the

possible further water restrictions as a result of the account

in arrears(Ongoing issues water onloff)

. Residents very anxious re financial/billing system that is still

not operational - Reports that it would havelshould have

been up and running at the end of March 2A24 - No other

feedback re this - some are receiving correct accounts,

some are not, getting the errors adjusted accordingly is very

difficult for residents and time consuming - Up and running

however the accounts are still not correct, residents

struggling to get Merafong to assist in correcting incorrect

amounts ie over charging on water etc, some residents are

being switched off due to these incorrect errors

. Library - No feedback re maintenance/upgrades/books

. We are also requesting a list of all the positions filled in the

Iast 12 months please {lf this was done according the
organogram , if it was approved accordingly in line with
financial recovery plan)



o Swimming Pool - Needs resources & staff need appropriate
training

. Library - Needs resources

. Electricity - Very concerned, winter approaching Du Preez
line is going to be a problem

. ls there any feedback re mobile Home Affairs, there was a
visit at Kokosi, however people waited from 7 till 4 then told
to go home as they are not paid overtime, not everyone
could wait in the hall, so they had to brave the heat, we need
to try and get a few more visits and more spread across
Fochville so all wards can be assisted, is this possible?

. Fifth Street - Residents concerned re children crossing there
as cars do not stop

o lt has also been noted that the telephones at Merafong
offices are not working just rings

Vlrc r0-l I
d
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Jacoba van den Berg 4 March 2025

Sport

Some areas do have electricity.

There are some areas that still do not have electricity at the stadium.

Bathrooms are still a huge concern.

The stadium has an issue with water, they did ask the municipality to fix the problem. Leah reported
back on the 26* of September that they are waiting for the 25mm hdpe pipe to be connected from the
75mm pipe exposed to the squash club with a meter. Has not been fixed yet. Looking at putting a JoJo

tank up in the mean time.

Security is still an issue with the fence that is still down at the back, this causes issues with people that
are not supposed to be there.

There is a lot of illegal durnping happing around the sports ground. {not inside it but allaround it)

The sports clubs did ask for help wlth weed that is growing all over the paving at the stadium, Mike
Msukwini only stated noted on the message.

On the 10'n of February there was a suggestion made that each sport code that is active at the stadium
donate R1000 per month to clean the toilets and cut the ga+ege. The sports codes does not have that
kind of money to do this. rycE,:}

On the l-4s of February the rugby lights where fixed and they are all working. But the squash club's
water is still not fixed.

On the 25* of February the water issue was fixed at the squash courts.

Library

Visited the library 31/07/2A24.

There are two permanent workers in the library.

For the past 3 years there has been no new books that came into the library.

The WlFl is currently with GBN company, it is uncapped but there is a lot of issue when there are windy
days.

The library does special programs for the kids every month where they go and visits schools, the
municipality provided transport for these days.

Bathrooms are still a huge issue as they do not look good in the bathrooms.

Building is an issue. There are leaks when it rains, they had to through away a lot of books that got
rotten due to the water damage.



The inside does not look good where the water is leaking, and this is an issue. lt all comes back to
maintenance.

Load shedding / load reductlon is an issue as there is no electricity for them to work. There is solar light
that was installed but it is not working, if there is no electricity, they can not work. lt is dark inside the
library.

They need bigger space for the library as the space is too small for everything section to accommodate
students and readers.

There is no stationery for the underprivileged kids that come to the library to do some research.

The workers did go on a course to assist brail readers, there is a shortage of that. They are still waiting
for the brail equipment to come. There is a need for brail equipment. The movement is slow on this.

System is good when it is not offline.

The system is user-friendly.

Telephones are new and the public can phone the library if needed.

The staff is not trained for fire, there is no one on the staff trained for health and safety.

The shelves are all outdated and broken.

There are currently four computer stations for the public to use. The computers are outdated software.
There might also be a problem that the new software will not work on the computers as the computers
are seven years old. The monitors are also still small monitors.

There is no space to archive old books in Fochville. A possibility is to move the old books to offices that
are not being used and put security measures in place.

The short is that the library needs to be revamp and updated with books, computers and the newest
systems for the public.

ln December from the l-3,h to 16th of December Fochville had no water due to Rand Water fixing some
pipes. The library had to close due to no water.

NC Icfs
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